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The winners of the Irish Georgian 
Society’s 2019 Architectural 
Conservation Award and Original 
Drawing Award were announced by 
Livia Hurley, Chair of the awards 
jury, and Michael Wall, Chair of 
the Irish Georgian Foundation, at a 
well-attended ceremony at the City 
Assembly House on Wednesday 9th 
October. The awards were launched  
in 2009 and are open to Irish 
architects or architectural practices, 
building surveyors, contractors, 
engineers and other professionals 
involved in the conservation of 
historic buildings on the whole  
island of Ireland. Their purpose is  
to encourage excellence in the area  
of conservation and to celebrate  
those conservation professionals  
and practitioners responsible for 
projects of merit.  
 Over the last ten years, candidates 
for an award have varied very widely 
in their type and function, as well 
as in their location. The short-listed 
projects this year ranged from the 
restoration of nineteenth-century 
almshouses in Tallow, county 
Waterford for social housing, to the 
preservation of the folly O’Brien’s 
Column in Liscannor, county 
Clare; and from the conservation 
of the eccentric Swiss Cottage at 
Lough Rynn, county Leitrim to the 

restoration and repurposing of two 
early eighteenth-century townhouses 
on Henrietta Street in Dublin city.  
The immense effort and commitment 
shown every year by all parties 
engaged in these projects is hugely 
inspiring, and illustrates the tenacious 
approach that is underpinning the 
protection of the historic fabric of  
our country in a sometimes hostile 
climate, where due consideration and 
support of our built heritage is not 
always provided. All of the projects 
celebrate the traditional crafts crucial 
to a successful outcome, as well  
as demonstrating the honed skills  
and knowledge of those involved. 
When climate change and the threat 
to our environment is at a critical 
moment, it was encouraging too  
that the emphasis on the repair and 
reuse of historic structures was very 
evident, as was the aspiration for their 
future use and their sustainability.  
It is clear that great endeavour is 
being undertaken across the island  
in very challenging times. 
 This year there was an additional 
prize given in honour of Mary Bryan 
(former Chair of the jury and board 
member of the foundation) which 
recognises excellence in the repair 
and conservation of buildings of 
special architectural interest.

IGS Conservation and 
Original Drawing Awards
Livia Hurley

01 Swiss Cottage, Co. Tipperary  
02 Tubbrid Tower House, Kilkenny  
03 3 Henrietta Street, Dublin  
04 Boyce Almhouses, Co. Carlow

01

03 04

02

Reg




