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The vision of the Irish Georgian Society is to conserve, protect and 
foster interest in Ireland’s architectural heritage and decorative arts. 

The Society will pursue its vision, either working on its own or in 
partnership with others, through the provision of education and 

information, including publications, lectures, conferences, tours and 
other learning programmes, as well as campaigning for protection 

and conservation, and undertaking and supporting initiatives for the 
decorative arts and historic structures and places, including gardens 

and landscapes. 
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The main activities of the organisation are carried out by the Irish Georgian Foundation 
which is a recognised charity (no. 3092084) in Ireland for tax purposes. The “Irish 
Georgian Society” is the operating name of the Foundation.  
 
The Irish Georgian Society it an unincorporated membership body which convenes an 
Annual Meeting each year. The Society has no financial activity. Members’ subscriptions 
are recorded in the accounts of the Foundation.  
 
In November 2014, the Irish Georgian Foundation adopted policies and procedures in 
furtherance of its aim to ensure the Foundation operates in accordance best practice for 
the Community Voluntary and Charitable sector in Ireland and in accordance with 
appropriate legislation.   
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1. DIRECTORS, IRISH GEORGIAN FOUNDATION (2019) 
 
Michael Alen-Buckley (retired Sept 2019) 
Co-founder in  1999 and  Executive  Chairman  of  RAB Capital  plc.; former Director and  
Head of International  Equity  Sales at ABN-AMRO Hoare; Govett and Director  of 
Institutional Sales at Merrill Lynch; Chairman of the Blackwater Valley Opera Board; 
Founding Partner/Governor of the ARK Brunel Academy. 
 
Mary Apied (joined Sept 2019) 
Founding Director and President of Trinity Foundation, the fund raising and alumni 
relations arm of Trinity College, retired in 2015. Member of the Board of The Irish Museum 
of Modern Art (IMMA), the Irish Landmark Trust, Druid Theatre, Dance Theatre of Ireland 
and is on the Development Committees of The Lir Academy for Dramatic Art and Kylemore 
Abbey. Mary has over thirty years experience of fundraising and strategic change in 
universities and non-profit organisations. 
 
Victoria Browne (retired Sept 2019) 
Head of Collections & Museum Standards, Irish Heritage Trust; board member Castletown 
Foundation. 
 
Beth Dater  
Retired Managing Director of Angelo, Gordon & Co. and Managing Member of Gamecock 
Island Associates LLC. In addition to being Chair of Irish Georgian Society Inc., member of 
the Board of The New-York Historical Society, NYU Langone Medical Center, The New York 
Community Trust, Prep For Prep, and ShareGift USA. 
 
Amy Hastings 
Qualified planner and  barrister;  partner at ARC Consultants; former Vice President of the 
Irish Planning Institute; Chair of the IPI Policy and Research Committee. 
 
Camilla McAleese 
Former Under Treasurer of the Honourable Society of King’s Inns; Trustee of the Follies 
Trust and the Revelstoke Trust; Membership Committee of the  RDS; former chairman of 
the Irish Landmark Trust and former director of the Irish Heritage Trust. 
 
Dr Tom McCarthy 
Managing Director, McCarthy Developments (Cork) Ltd., and co-owner of the McCarthy 
Group; former board member of Irish Heritage Trust; gained a Doctorate in Business 
Administration (2015), a Masters in Business Administration (1996) and B.A Economics 
(1987) from University College Cork. Past President of the MBA Association of Ireland, a 
former director of the Irish Heritage Trust and director of the Blackwater Valley Opera 
Festival. 
 
Johnnie McCoy (retired Sept 2019) 
Barrister-at-Law,  Mediator, Arbitrator and Adjudicator at Law Library. 
 
Sara Moorhead (joined Sept 2019) 
Barrister, Member of the Council of the Bar of Ireland from 2013 to 2017 as a Senior 
Counsel, and previously a member of the Counsel of the Bar of Ireland as a Junior Counsel 
from 1995 to 1999. Former member of the Education Committee of the King’s Inns 
between 1995 and 2017, and of the Standing Committee of the Council of the King’s Inns 
from 2014 to 2017. Elected as a Bencher of the Honorable Society of King’s Inns in 2015. 
Sits on the Boards of Irish National Opera, The Dublin Dispute Resolution Centre and the 
Denham Fellowship. 



 5 

Pat Murray (retired Sept 2019) 
Buildings management consultant. 
 
Dr Finola O’Kane Crimmins MRIAI  
Professor in Architecture at University College Dublin; Editor of Irish Architectural and 
Decorative Studies.  
 
Glascott Symes 
Retired Deputy Headmaster of The King’s Hospital, Dublin; graduate of Trinity College 
Dublin in science and of the Centre for the Study of Historic Irish Houses and Estates at 
Maynooth University in Historic House Studies.  
 
Dermot Scott 
Retired Head of the European Parliament Office in London and former official of the 
Institute of Public Administration; member of the Royal Dublin Society’s Standing 
Committee of Arts. 
 
Charlie Sweeney (Treasurer) 
Chartered accountant, and retired Director with EY Financial Services Group; Fellow of 
the Institute of the Chartered Accountants in England and Wales; Deputy Treasurer of the 
Irish Georgian Foundation; member of the IGF Finance and Governance Committees, and 
the City Assembly House Committee. 
 
Michael Wall (Chairman) 
Chairman of the Irish Georgian Foundation; Barrister, qualified architect and planner; 
holds an MBA from the Smurfit Business School at UCD; former board member An Bord 
Pleanála (1999-2006); member of the NAMA Planning Advisory Committee. Trustee of 
Simpson's Hospital, Dublin; chairperson of Wide Open Opera and sits on the City Assembly 
House Working Group. 
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2. COMMITTEES, WORKING GROUPS AND STAFF (2019) 
 
2.1 COMMITTEES 
Architectural Conservation and Planning 
Reviews, considers, implements and promotes the Society’s architectural conservation and 
planning policies.  
 
Members: David Armstrong, Donough Cahill (ex officio), Sunni Goodson, Amy Hastings 
(chair), Emmeline Henderson (ex officio), Dr John Olley, Susan Roundtree, Michael Wall, 
and Primrose Wilson  
 
City Assembly House and Exhibitions  
Oversees the management, furnishing, and decorating of the City Assembly House.  
 
Members: Victoria Browne, Donough Cahill (ex officio), Zoë Coleman (ex officio), Jerry 
Healy, William Laffan, James Paul McDonnell (chair), Pat Murray, Peter Murray, and 
Michael Wall  
  
Editorial Board of Irish Architectural and Decorative Studies 
Advises the editor of the Irish Georgian Society’s Journal on its quality, standards and 
publication.  
 
Members: Christine Casey, Nicola Figgis, Alison FitzGerald, David Fleming, David Griffin, 
Livia Hurley, Ruth Kenny, William Laffan (chair), Conor Lucey, Edward McParland, Anna 
Moran, Kevin V. Mulligan, Finola O’Kane, Brendan Rooney, and Ellen Rowley  
Editor: Finola O’Kane  
  
Audit and Risk  
Administers the financial affairs of the Foundation; proposes budget and ensures 
compliance with audit, filing and reporting requirements.  
 
Members: Rose Mary Craig, Donall Curtin, Eugene McCarthy, Brian Redmond (chair), 
Charlie Sweeney, Dr Brendan Twomey, and Michael Wall  
  
Governance  
Reviews, considers and proposes changes to the governing instruments, structure and 
operation of the Irish Georgian Foundation.  
 
Members: Dr Ruth Casey, Donall Curtin, Dr David Fleming, Eugene McCarthy, Brian 
Redmond (chair), and Michael Wall  
  
Membership and Events   
Develops and implements the Society’s events programme and membership activities.  
 
Members: Victoria Browne, Rose Mary Craig (chair), Róisín Lambe (ex officio), Johnnie 
McCoy, James Paul McDonnell, Mary McGaver, Pat Murray, Letitia Pollard, Caroline 
Stephenson, and Glascott Symes  
 
Conservation Grants 
Primrose Wilson (Chair), Ashleigh Murray, Susan Roundtree, Robin Mandal, Michael Wall, 
Donough Cahill (ex officio), Roisin Lambe (ex officio) 
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Desmond Guinness Scholarship  
Assesses applicants for the Desmond Guinness Scholarship, which is awarded 
annually to emerging scholars engaged in original research on the visual arts of 
Ireland.  
 
Members: Desmond Guinness, Christine Casey, David Fleming, Alison FitzGerald, 
Kathleen James-Chakraborty, Conor Lucey, Edward McParland, Anna Moran, and 
Primrose Wilson.  
 
 
2.2 WORKING GROUPS  
Membership Development   
Considers ways to sustain and to increase membership to the Society.  
 
Members: Camilla McAleese (chair) and Róisín Lambe  
  
IGS Review  
Undertakes the publication of the Society’s annual magazine and liaises with authors, 
editors, advertisers and designers.  
 
Members: Donough Cahill, Zoë Coleman (co-editor), Rose Mary Craig, and Letitia Pollard 
(co-editor)  
  
   
2.3 STAFF  
Employed by the Foundation in 2019:  
Executive Director:  Donough Cahill  
Conservation Manager and Deputy Director:  Emmeline Henderson  
Membership and Events Coordinator:  Róisín Lambe    
Programmes and Communications Coordinator:  Zoë Coleman   
Accounts Administrator:  Olivia Brosnan  
CAH Bookshop and Events Assistants:  Leanne Bellouny, Céire Carey, Karl Coleman, 
Jonathan Kennedy, Joseph Lynch, Alannah Pollard 
  
The following interns supported the work of the Society in 2019: Jessica Restrick, Kristen 
Olson, Céire Carey. 
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3. PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
In writing this paper for the 2019 Annual Report, I am greatly 
saddened by the recent loss of the Hon Desmond Guinness, 
co-founder of the Irish Georgian Society and inspiration to us 
all. Desmond’s determination to protect Ireland’s 
architectural heritage through his campaigning, publications, 
lectures and ambitious adoption of buildings such as 
Castletown has been so greatly beneficial to the country. 
There is no doubt that without him we would have lost much 
of our historic building stock, and it is a great tribute to his 
lifetime’s work that his legacy will remain for generations to 
come. The upcoming edition of the IGS Review will feature a 
series of articles dedicated to Desmond and his leadership of 
the Irish Georgian Society over so many years. 
 
Following the successes of 2018 during which the Society completed its restoration of the 
City Assembly House and hosted two significant exhibitions, 2019 provided an opportunity 
for the IGS to properly settle into its headquarters. The Knight of Glin Exhibition Room 
proved to be a great boon in hosting members’ lectures, as well as the conferences and 
study days organised through our Conservation Education Programme. It also saw 
exhibitions, musical performances and book launches, while commercial lettings 
contributed towards running costs. It always proves such a pleasure to visit the building 
and admire the wonderful collection of portraits in the stairhall on loan from Pat Murray 
and the display of country house drawings by John Nankivell which have been accessioned 
into the Society’s permanent collection of art and furniture.  
 

2019 saw the retirement of a number of board members having served two terms of three 
years. In this regard I wish to thank Pat Murray, Victoria Browne and Johnny McCoy, all of 
whom I’m glad to report continue to remain involved with the Society. I must also thank 
Michael Alen-Buckley for his support over the last two years and for the time he invested 
as a board member. I wish also to extend my thanks to the dedication of board members 
of the Society’s charitable bodies in Ireland, the UK and the USA who provide such vital 
guidance and oversight to the organisation in fulfilling its goals. 
 

Last year I was delighted to announce the appointment of six members to the newly 
formed Irish Georgian Society President’s Circle: Hon. Desmond Guinness, Gilbert Butler, 
Della Howard, Fred Krehbiel, Dr Edward McParland and Sheila O’Malley-Fuchs. This body 
was created in 2018 with the purpose of recognising those who have given esteemed 
service and/or support to the Society. It is a great reflection on the work of the IGS over 
60 years that the founding members of the President’s Circle so readily accepted 
invitations to join.  In parallel to this the Society established a President’s Circle 
posthumous award for those who are no longer with us. Through their respective families, 
this has allowed us to recognise the Knight of Glin and Mary Bryan for the instrumental 
roles they both played, and for the close relationship they had with so many of us.  
 

At the close of 2019 we were planning ahead for exhibitions in the City Assembly House in 
2020 and 2021 through the support of American members of the Society. We had 
anticipated that the first of these would be held in May 2020 and would feature newly 
commissioned watercolours from Lesley Fennell, Andrea Jameson, Maria Levinge and 
Alison Rosse. Regrettably it has proven necessary to postpone this until 2021 when it will 
be delivered in tandem with a major exhibition that will explore the history of the Irish 
country house garden. Both of these exhibitions will be curated by Robert O’Byrne and will 
be accompanied by a documentary film and a new publication edited by Dr Finola O’Kane 
Crimmins. I am looking forward to what will certainly be an exciting year. 
Sir David Davies  
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4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
 
As Chairman I write this report at the time of the sad 
passing of our esteemed co-founder Desmond Guinness, 
and while I am pleased to report on the activities of the 
Foundation over the course of 2019, together with all our 
members and supporters I am thankful for the legacy that 
derives from the efforts - battles and successes of 
Desmond and Mariga.  
 
Our Palm Beach events in March included a worthwhile and 
comprehensive strategic planning meeting with the Board 
of IGS Inc. together with a very well received talk on Hugh 
Lane delivered by Robert O’Byrne. Again we are grateful 
for a number of successful and enjoyable fundraising 
gatherings organised by members of the board of IGS Inc. 
 
In April we held a special launch event to promote the City Assembly House (CAH) as a 
‘venue for hire’ for occasions such as book and product launches, seminars and other 
activities. We made full use of this opportunity to engage with event organising companies, 
staff of various embassies and others with growing resultant success. 
 
The 21st anniversary of Irish Architectural & Decorative Studies was marked by a birthday 
party in May. At the end of May/ early June I had a wonderful opportunity to share the 
company of some American supporters, led by Michael Kerrigan, joining for part of a tour 
which focussed on the Blackwater Valley Opera Festival.  Together, we were graciously 
welcomed, at short notice, by the Jamesons at Tourin and enjoyed the generous hospitality 
of former IGF board member and supporter Michael Alen-Buckley at Strancally Castle.  A 
highlight of the tour was our visit to Curraghmore where we witnessed the restoration and 
sustainable use of estate cottages as well as the huge scale of necessary and essential 
preservation works. Through generous support from IGS London our Grants Scheme of 
€50,000 was pledged to 12 projects which included works to churches, follies and 
houses.  We were particularly pleased to support the restoration of Leixlip Castle Boathouse 
in dedication to Desmond Guinness, enabled through generous support from the United 
States and London. 
 
The IGF board is indebted to IGS President Sir David Davies who hosted a fundraising dinner 
in June at the Kildare Street and University Club securing vital funds to assist the Society’s 
core programmes.  We were delighted to be involved with Kildare County Council, OPW and 
Creative Ireland in delivering the fascinating and very successful traditional building skills 
exhibition at Castletown in mid-June.   
 
I regret I was unable to attend our ‘summer school’ Conservation Without Frontiers with 
Ulster Architectural Heritage, ‘Survival & Revival: Living Towns & Villages in Cavan and 
Fermanagh’ which, from all accounts, was hugely worthwhile and successful.  We thank the 
participants and acknowledge all who have put some much energy and dedication into 
organising these endeavours in the past. We hope the valuable coming together the ‘summer 
school’ enables will continue in the future. 
 
It was a great pleasure to attend the reopening of the truly splendid Doneraile Court in Co. 
Cork which was an appropriate and magnificent celebration of the major refurbishment 
programme carried out by OPW. 
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Autumn 2019 was busy with our annual Patrons’ Lunch at Collon House, Co. Louth, 
supporters gathered for a jovial meal and tour of the house and nearby Collon Church which 
IGS London has supported through the IGS Grants programme.  
 
Our annual autumn events in the United States at the end of September/beginning of 
October commenced with the opening of an exhibition on the life of Richard St. George at 
the Museum of the American Revolution in Philadelphia supported in part by IGS 
Inc..  Fundraising and social events were held in Philadelphia, New York, Boston and 
Chicago.  We were delighted to be accompanied by Catherine FitzGerald who gave an 
erudite and captivating lecture at each venue on her involvment with various garden and 
landscape projects over the years.  We were very pleased with the outstanding success of 
the auction held at the New York dinner in the University Club. 
 
October also saw the launch of ‘Capard: an Irish Country House & Estate’ by Dr Ciaran Reilly 
(published by IGS) which was followed by a small dinner hosted by the ‘custodians’ of Capard 
and generous IGS supporters John and Heather Picerne.  That same month I was also happy 
to preside at the IGS Conservation and Original Drawing Awards where the restoration of 3 
Henrietta Street was duly recognised.  We are indebted to our staff and all involved with 
our  autumn lecture series on ‘Great Georgian Architects’ which was so well received and a 
sell-out success. 
 
In November we remembered Mary Bryan with our now annual memorial lecture and I was 
warmly welcomed at the IGS London pre-Christmas dinner held at the Carlton 
Club.  December began with the wonderful opportunity to raise a glass in the presence of 
IGS Inc. Chair Beth Dater in the O’Connell Room at the CAH and to mark the installation of 
the Bowen’s Court fireplace made possible through Beth’s generosity.  The year’s events 
were rounded off with the IGS Christmas party held in the magical of home of Ian Lumley 
on Henrietta Street. 
 
Through the year, together with our Executive Director, I was pleased to attend a series of 
meeting with officials of the Built Heritage Unit of the then titled Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht to consider issues of mutual interest. In addition to the events 
mentioned above, during 2019 we had a full spring/summer events programme with walking 
tours in Dublin, day tours around the country, a weekend in Edinburgh and a tour to Ethiopia 
with Dr Richard Marsh as well as an autumn/winter programme of lectures and trips.  I also 
wish to thank and recognise the work of our Chapters who organised talks, trips and tours 
during 2019. 
Lastly, I wish to sincerely thank as always the staff team, volunteers, committee members 
and board members, members and supporters of the Foundation and the Society for their 
unstinting dedication, hard work and strong support. 
 
Michael Wall 
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5. CONSERVATION GRANTS PROGRAMME 2019  
 
Through the support of IGS London and fundraising initiatives by IGS Inc in the United 
States, the Society pledged the following grants to support conservation projects around 
the country: 
 
Leixlip Castle Boathouse, Co. Kildare   

 
The boathouse at Leixlip was built in the 
mid to late eighteenth century at the 
confluence of the Rivers Liffey and Rye 
within the grounds of Leixlip Castle. A 
programme of conservation works was 
started in 2018 and completed in 2019 with 
the support of IGS London and significant 
funds raised by IGS Inc in America. The 
restoration of this Georgian gem was led by 
Penny Guinness and dedicated to her late 
husband, The Hon Desmond Guinness. 
 

Grants awarded: €27,500 from IGS Inc, and £450 from London YIGs in 2019, and €5,000 
from IGS London in 2018. 
 
Myrtle Grove, Youghal, Co. Cork  

 
Myrtle Grove is a rare example of an 
unfortified 16th-century Irish house. In 2018 
grant aid was awarded by IGS London to 
assist with the repair of an oriel window 
facing out to the medieval St Mary’s 
Collegiate Church. In 2019, significant 
support was given through the efforts of IGS 
Inc to upgrade electrics in the house and, 
through IGS London, to repair windows to the 
front elevation.  
 
 

Grants awarded: €19,500 from IGS Inc for electrics & €5,000 from IGS London for windows 
in 2019, and €5,000 in 2018 from IGS Inc for windows. 
 
 
Temple House, Ballymote, Co. Sligo 

Temple House was built c.1820 and 
substantially extended and embellished 
c.1864. IGS grant aid has supported the 
repair of sash windows to the rear of the 
house, overlooking the central courtyard. 
 
 
Grant awarded: €4,250 from IGS London 
 
 
  



 12 

Foster House & Royal School, Co. Donegal 
 
The IGS has pledged a grant to support the 
completion of a Conservation Report for the 
Royal School House, built c. 1737, and the 
associated Foster House, built c. 1850 
 
Grant pledge: €2,000 from IGS London 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Kevin’s Church, Harrington Street, Dublin 8  

 
St. Kevin’s Church in Harrington Street, 
Dublin, was completed in 1872 to the designs 
of Edward W. Pugin (1834-1875) and George 
C. Ashlin (1837-1921). The IGS grant will 
support the restoration of interior decorative 
features. 
 
Grant pledge: €3,000 from IGS London 
 
 

 
Ballyarthur House, Co. Wicklow 

 
Built c. 1680, the IGS awarded a grant to 
Ballyarthur in 2018 to support extensive 
works to repair and re-render a gable wall of 
the house. In 2019, a further grant was 
awarded to repair interior decorative 
plasterwork that had been damaged by prior 
water ingress. 
 
Grant awarded: €4,250 from IGS London 
 
 

 
Ballycumber Folly, Ballycumber, County Offaly  

 
Ballycumber folly is built on high ground 
within a designed, naturalised landscape. It is 
circular in plan with soaring buttresses, 
perhaps reminiscent of great cathedrals seen 
on distant shores. Having deteriorated due to 
weathering, the IGS grant was awarded to 
assist the consolidation of wall heads and 
crowns of the buttresses. 
 
Grant awarded: €10,000 from IGS London 
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St. Catherine’s Church, Thomas Street, Dublin 
St Catherine’s Church was designed in the 
1760s by the architect John Smyth (d.1775). 
At the centre of this granite building are four 
Doric columns supporting a pediment, and to 
the right of this is an adjoining bell tower 
with a clock that has not worked for many 
years. The IGS has pledged a grant to support 
the repair of this clock face.  
 
Grant pledge: €1,500 from IGS London 
 
 
 

 
 
Jamesbrook Hall, Midleton, Co. Cork  

 
Jamesbrook Hall was built c.1780 when it was 
attached to a pre-existing house from c.1675. 
In 1820-1830 a collection of cottages, a coach 
house and stables were erected to the rear. 
The IGS has awarded a grant to support 
repairs to two bow windows serving the 
c.1780 house.  
 
Grant pledge: €2,000 from IGS London 
 
 

 
 
St. Paul’s “French Church”, Co. Laois 

 
St Paul’s Church was founded by French 
Huguenots in 1698. In the mid-19th century 
the original simple hall was enlarged with a 
cruciform plan and a tower. The IGS grant will 
support repair works to several cast-iron 
windows within the church. 
 
Grant pledge: €5,750 from IGS London 
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6. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 
In fulfilling its role to conserve, protect and foster an 
interest and a respect for Ireland’s architectural 
heritage and decorative arts, the Irish Georgian Society 
delivered a range of education and conservation 
programmes throughout 2019. Central to the delivery of 
these were the Society’s Scholarship Programme, 
Conservation Education Programme, Conservation 
Projects Programme, Buildings at Risk Programme, and 
Membership Events Programme. This section of the 
Annual Report provides further details of these. 
 
Following a busy preceding year, the Society continued 
to host small exhibitions in the City Assembly House 
including those of the works of John Nankivell and a 
collection of portrait paintings belonging to an IGS 
member. The Knight of Glin Exhibition Room 
demonstrated its true potential as a home for the Society’s education programmes having 
hosted our members’ lectures series, as well as the seminars, conferences and study days 
organised through our Conservation Education Programme. It also hosted musical 
performances and book launches with commercial lettings contributing towards running 
costs.  
 
The Society’s scholarship programmes was marked by the 21st birthday of its journal, Irish 
Architectural & Decorative Studies, which was launched in the City Assembly House in May 
by Prof. Andrew Carpenter. The Desmond Guinness Scholarship award was presented to 
Cora McDonagh to support her PhD research on ‘Irish Country House art collections: 
Exhibitions, Estate Expenditure and Civic Bequests 1814-1914’. The core activities of the 
Society’s Conservation Education Programme included the annual Conserving Your Dublin 
Period House lecture series, the Kildare Heritage Buildings Show which was held in 
Castletown House, a Study Day in Castle Coole, Co. Fermanagh, and the Victorian Dublin 
Revealed lecture series. 
 
2019 was the sixth consecutive year of the Irish Georgian Society’s Conservation Grants 
Programme which has largely been funded through IGS London which pledged €49,750 to 
support projects around the country including important country and town houses, church 
and architectural follies. The Society was also delighted that Consarc Design won the 2019 
RIAI ‘Award for Adaptation and Re-use: Conservation’ for its work on the City Assembly 
House.   
 
Through its Buildings at Risk Programme the Society works as a champion of buildings and 
sites of significant architectural and historical importance that are threatened by neglect 
or inappropriate development. This report lists the issues the Society’s Architectural 
Conservation & Planning Committee addressed in 2019. The Society’s Membership Events 
Committee delivered an outstanding events programme that included lectures, walking 
tours, day trips and trips abroad which notably in 2019 included a visit to Ethiopia.   
 
Donough Cahill 
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6.1 Scholarship Programme  
 
Irish Architectural & Decorative Studies 
The Irish Georgian Society’s journal reflects the organisation’s wide remit and is 
concerned not just with the Georgian architecture but embraces the entire spectrum of 
Ireland’s post medieval buildings and its special need for protection, interpretation, and 
understanding. Volume XXI of the journal was edited by Finola O’Kane, and saw the 
publication of the following articles:  
 

• Felix Martin: Living in a Monument building and designing the Casino in 
Marino 

• William Laffan: “The Cries of Dublin” Revisited: Four new drawings by 
Hugh Douglas Hamilton 

• Chris Corlett & Therese Hicks: A late eighteenth-century Catholic chapel at 
Kilmurry, county Wicklow  

• John Montague: From Rome to Paris and London: searching for the 
European roots of the Wide Streets Commissioners  

• Claudia Kinmoth: Rags, riches and recycling: material and visual culture of 
the Dublin Society, 1731-1781 

• Conor Lucey: Specification for a house to be built in Dominick Street 
• Carmel Coyle: Helen Mabel Trevor (1831-1900), an Irish artist abroad 
• Conor Morrissey: Áras an Taoisigh: A prime minister’s residence in Dublin, 

1922-2009 
• James Kelly: Representations of the Revenue Commissioners with respect 

to a “New Custom House” in Dublin, 1771-1781 
 
Desmond Guinness Scholarship 
The Desmond Guinness Scholarship was established in 1966 to mark the departure 
of Desmond Guinness as President of the Society. It is awarded annually by the 
Society to applicants engaged in research on the visual arts of Ireland including 
the work of Irish architects, artists and craftsmen at home and abroad, 1600-
1900. Preference is given to work based on original documentary research, and it 
is intended primarily for applicants who are not yet established at an advanced 
professional level in research or publication of visual arts.    
 
The 2019 Desmond Guinness Scholarship was awarded to Cora McDonagh to 
support her PhD research on “Irish Country House art collections: Exhibitions, 
Estate Expenditure and Civic Bequests 1814-1914.”. Ms McDonagh is a PhD 
candidate at Maynooth University. Dr. Kathryn Milligan’s study on “Exhibiting, 
viewing and selling art in Dublin, 1845-1849” was also acknowledged, and she was 
awarded the Desmond Guinness Prize. The Scholarship and Prize were presented 
by Dr. Conor Lucey at the Members’ Christmas Party at 12 Henrietta Street on 
Saturday 7 December 2019. 
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6.2 Conservation Education Programme  
 
The Irish Georgian Society promotes traditional building skills and best conservation 
practice through holding seminars, exhibitions and lecture series which aim to provide 
more in-depth understanding of conservation issues for historic homeowners, conservation 
professionals and others with an interest in traditionally-built buildings. Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD) points are available for members of relevant professional 
institutions attending the seminars.  In 2019 the Conservation Education Programme was 
supported by Merrion Property Group and John and Heather Picerne.   
 
The 2019 programme of events included: 
 
Conserving your Dublin Period House  
February, March and April 2019  
The twelve-week lunchtime talk series was presented by the Irish Georgian Society and 
Dublin City Council at the City Assembly House. The talks provided information on the 
history and significance of Dublin’s period houses and practical advice on their 
conservation.  
 
1) Dublin’s Domestic Architecture: its historic stylistic evolution (Charles Duggan, 

Heritage Officer, Dublin City Council)  
2) Protected Structure Policy and Legislation (Jacqui Donnelly, Department of Culture, 

Heritage and Gaeltacht) 
3) Maintenance and Controlling Damp in your Period House (Frank Keohane, Chartered 

Building Surveyor accredited in Building Conservation)   
4) Historic Windows: their history, significance and conservation (Dr Nessa Roche, 

Department of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht)  
5) Energy Performance in Protected Structures; planning implications and grants (Sarah 

Jane Halpin & Carl Raftery, Conservation Research Officers, Dublin City Council)  
6) Historic Ironwork: its history, significance and conservation (Ali Davey, Historic 

Environment Scotland)  
7) Historic Ironwork: its history, significance and conservation (Susan Roundtree, RIAI 

conservation architect) 

Pictured: Dr. Conor Lucey and Michael Wall, Chairman IG with Cora McDonagh 
(Maynooth) and Dr. Kathryn Milligan (Dublin) 
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8) Sensitively Extending your Protected Structure (Mary McDonald, Architectural 
Conservation Officer, Dublin City Council)  

9) Taking care of your period house’s roof, chimneys and parapets (Lisa Edden, Associate 
Director at Cora Consulting Engineers)  

10) The Importance of Using Lime & Historic Pointing Techniques in Dublin (Grainne 
Shaffrey, Principal, Shaffrey Architects) 

11) Historic Decorative Plasterwork: its history, significance and conservation (Andrew 
Smith, consultant decorative plasterwork conservator) 

12) Historic Doors & Staircases: their history and conservation (Peter Clarke, formerly 
TUD)  

13) Architectural Walking Tour of Ballsbridge’s Domestic Architecture by Dr Susan 
Galavan, MRIAI. 

 
Kildare Heritage Buildings: a weekend of traditional building skills 
demonstrations, conservation talks and children’s craft workshops 
Saturday 15 & Sunday 16 June 2019 
 
The Irish Georgian Society in partnership with Kildare County Council’s Heritage Officer 
(Bridget Loughlin) and Architectural Conservation Officer (Peter Black) and the Office of 
Public Works delivered the two day exhibition in the farmyard at Castletown. The 
exhibition was formally opened by OPW Minister Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran with Kildare County 
Council Cathaoirleach Suzanne Doyle and IGS Vice-President Camilla McAleese welcoming 
him to the county and exhibition, respectively.  Over the course of the weekend over 
2,000 people attended the exhibition which provided free, accurate and impartial advice 
on how to best conserve Kildare’s heritage buildings.  
 
Traditional building skills showcased at the Kildare’s Heritage Buildings Show included:  
 

• Thatching (Joe Leonard)  
• Traditional ironwork (Stephen Quinn blacksmith)  
• Stained glass and fanlight conservation (Glasshaus Studios, Liam McCorkell)  
• Decorative plasterwork (Smith and Henderson Stuccodores)  
• Stone carving (Stonemad, Philip Quinn)  
• Historic paint effects and gilding (Decowell, Ruth Bothwell)  
• Lime (The Traditional Lime Company, Edward Byrne)  
• Hemp and lime (The Old Builders Company, Henry Thompson)  
• Sash window conservation (Woodfield Joinery, Alan Jackson)  
• Brick repair and re-pointing (Nolans Group, George Biros)  
• Green woodturning (Grace Architectural Wood Design, James Grace) 
• Decorative plasterwork (George O’Malley Plastering)  
• Soft capping (SPAB Ireland, Shona O’Keefe)  
• Dry stone wall construction (Dry Stone Wall Association of Ireland, Jason Barcoe 

and Ken Curran)  
• Furniture Conservation (OPW) 
• Lime running moulded cornices (OPW)  
• Clock repair (Irish Horological Craft Forum, Conor Deasey) 

 
As part of the Kildare’s Heritage Building Show conservation talks were delivered on the 
following subjects:   
 

a) Reducing Energy and Carbon Use in Traditionally-built Houses whilst Preserving 
their Heritage Value (Colm Murray, Architecture Officer, The Heritage Council) 
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b) The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage and Kildare County Council’s 
Built Heritage (Jane Wales, Senior Architectural Advisor, National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.) 

c) Castletown: the conservation and presentation of its decorative interiors and 
furnishing (Jeanne Meldon, co-Chairperson, Castletown Foundation) 

d) My House is a Protected Structure: what does that mean? Built Heritage Policy and 
Legislation (Jacqui Donnelly, Senior Architect, Department of Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht) 

e) Castletown’s Historic Designed Landscape: understanding its history, conservation 
and management, walking tour (Gretta Doyle, Senior Architect, OPW) 

f) Maintenance and Controlling Damp in your Period House (Frank Keohane, Historic 
Building Surveyor) 

g) Irish Georgian Society Conservation Grants: five years of supporting Ireland’s built 
heritage (Donough Cahill, Executive Director, Irish Georgian Society) 

h) The Importance of Using Lime in your Historic Building (John Beattie, committee 
member, Building Limes Forum Ireland.) 

i) History and Conservation of Irish Wallpaper (David Skinner, author of Wallpaper in 
Ireland, 1700-1900.) 

j) Thatched Buildings of Kildare (Dr Fidelma Mullane, vernacular buildings 
consultant) 

k) The History and Conservation of Irish Windows (Dr Nessa Roche, Senior 
Architectural Advisor, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht) 

l) Adaptation and Reuse of everyday buildings as an approach to sustainable urban 
and rural development (Nicola Matthews, Senior Architect, Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.) 

m) The History and Conservation of Traditional Slate Roofs and Chimneys (Laura 
Bowen, Grade II RIAI Conservation Accredited Architect)  

 
As part of the Kildare’s Heritage Buildings Show free children’s craft workshops were 
delivered: 
 
 Pattern and Print: wallpaper workshop with David Skinner, David Skinner and Sons 
 Lime and Learn: workshop with Edward Byrne, Traditional Lime Company 
 Gold and Gild: gilding frames with Ruth Bothwell, Decowell  
 Create and Carve: stone carving workshops with Philip Quinn, Stonemad 
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Conservation without Frontiers cross-border summer school 
20 to 22 June 
 
The Irish Georgian Society and Ulster Architectural Heritage partnered for the third year 
of the biennial 'Conservation without Frontiers' Summer School. Admission was open to 
students and professionals working in a related field as well as the general public. 
Participation in the summer school provided an excellent opportunity for those with an 
interest in conservation and heritage to meet with others from across different 
universities, disciplines, and related fields.  
 
The topic of the 2019 'Conservation without Frontiers' summer school was ‘Living Towns 
and Villages in Cavan and Fermanagh’ focussing on the conservation issues faced in the 
regeneration of rural Irish towns; and studying projects which benefit local communities 
and actively support the unique built heritage assets of these areas.  
 
Thursday 20 June: Enniskillen, County Fermanagh 
 A series of talks in Enniskillen Methodist Church and Enniskillen Presbyterian 

Church exploring the historic development of Fermanagh & Enniskillen, and 
examples of local contemporary heritage projects 

 Walking tours of Enniskillen conservation area, including a visit to Enniskillen 
Castle, examining heritage-led regeneration projects and future developments and 
current heritage assets 

 Tours of Florence Court, followed by drinks, entertainment and an evening meal in 
the courtyard 
 

Friday 21 June: County Cavan 
 A series of talks in Cavan Methodist Hall looking at the history of Cavan, planning 

and policy and heritage projects in the local area 
 Visits to Cavan town, Bailieborough, Cootehill and Butler’s Bridge 
 Dinner and a pub quiz in Ballyhaise 

 
Saturday 22 June: County Cavan 
Visit to Bishop’s Palace (See House), Kilmore Cathedral 
 Viewing of the Student Design Competition Entries at Kilmore Parochial Hall and 

presentation of bursaries at St Fethlimidh's Cathedral, Kilmore 
 Conclusion with a celebratory lunch at Kilmore Parochial Hall 

 
View the full programme here 
 
Speakers included: Miriam Delaney (Venice Biennale Free Market Project), Professor 
Alistair Rowan, Marcus Patton OBE, Dr Connie Gerrow (UAH), Nicola McVeigh (UAH), Emma 
McGarrity (Enniskillen Workhouse Project), Kevin V. Mulligan, Michael O’Neill 
(architectural historian), Mary McAuliffe (Cavan County Council), Liam Mulligan (Liam 
Mulligan Architects), Dr Neil Galway (Queen's University Belfast).  
 
The Director of the summer school was Kevin Mulligan, author of Buildings of South 
Ulster and Director of the 2015/2017 IGS/UAH Summer Schools. 
  

https://www.igs.ie/uploads/Conservation-Without-Frontiers-2019-programme.pdf
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Thatcher Joe Leonard with OPW Minister Moran (Photo by Peter Kwasu) 

Irish Georgian Society staff and volunteers at the Kildare Heritage Buildings Show at Castletown 
House in June: Executive Director Donough Cahill; IGS volunteer Tatiana Smith-St Kitts; 

Programmes and Communications Coordinator, Zoë Coleman; Kildare County Council Heritage 
Officer Bridget Loughlin; Assistant Director and Conservation Manager Emmeline Henderson, OPW 

Minister Kevin 'Boxer' Moran; IGS Membership and Events Coordinator Róisín Lambe 
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Conservation without Frontier' students gathered outside the Masonic Hall, Cavan town 

Viktoria Hevesi (TUD), Conor Hamill, Angela Reuda (TUD/OPW), Primrose 
Wilson, Edward McParland, Zinnie Denby-Mann (UCEM) and director Kevin V. 

Mulligan outside Kilmore Parochial Hall, Co. Cavan 
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6.3 Planning Policy and Buildings-at-Risk Programme  
 
Led by its Chairperson, Amy Hastings, the Architectural Conservation and Planning 
Committee prepared the following submissions on planning and policy matters during 2019: 
 
Planning submissions 

• Objection to development of nursing home, 29 no. detached houses and all ancillary 
site works that would affect the setting and views from Blarney Castle, Co. Cork.  

o OUTCOME: planning permission granted by Cork County Council and 
subsequently by An Bord Pleanala with only limited consideration given to 
concerns raised by IGS and third party appellant. 

• Objection to proposed seven storey structure at 39-42 Hill Street, lying to the rear 
of eighteenth century houses of North Great George’s Street, Dublin 1.  

o OUTCOME: planning permission granted first by Dublin City Council and then 
by An Bord Pleanala following an appeal by IGS and others. 

• Submissions on proposals for BusConnects in Dublin and their impact on historic 
streetscapes and the gardens of protected structures. 

o OUTCOME: on-going 
• Observations to Transport Infrastructure Ireland raising concerns about the 

assessment of the impact of the preferred route for the Metrolink, Dublin. 
o OUTCOME: on-going 

• Observation to first party appeal to An Bord Pleanala regarding a proposed 5-storey 
office building at no. 4 Herbert Place, Dublin 2 and its impact on adjoining protected 
structures.  

o OUTCOME: planning permission refused. 
• Observations on proposed refurbishment of nos. 3-4 Fownes Street, Temple Bar, 

Dublin 2 and the impact these would have on its historic fabric.  
o OUTCOME: permission granted with appropriate conditions reflecting IGS 

concerns.  
• Engagement with Dublin City Council regarding the Herbert Park, Dublin 4 

o OUTCOME: on-going 
• Objection to proposed five-storey development at No. 16 Harcourt Street and its 

associated mews, Dublin 2, a protected structure, and at Nos, 16-19 Montague 
Street, Dublin 2.  

o OUTCOME: planning permission refused. 
• Objection to proposed demolition of two Victorian houses on Sandymount Avenue, 

Dublin 4.  
o OUTCOME: planning permission refused 

• Objection to development proposal adjacent to Kildrought House, Celbridge, Co. 
Kildare, protected structure.  

o OUTCOME: awaiting submission of further information.  
• Observations to Kilkenny County Council concerning works to the Tholsel, High 

Street, Kilkenny, a protected structure.  
o OUTCOME: pending 

• Submission to An Bord Pleanála and presentation at Oral Hearing by IGS Limerick 
Chapter objecting to the proposed redevelopment of the ‘Opera Site’, lying within 
Newtown Pery, the city’s Georgian core.  

o OUTCOME: permission granted by An Bord Pleanala without consideration to 
the concerns raised by the IGS. 

• Objection to design proposals and scale of proposed reconstruction of Barry’s 
Cottage, Church View, Adare, Co. Limerick.  

o OUTCOME: permission granted with adequate conditions to address the 
concerns raised by the IGS. 
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• Submission to Wexford County Council regarding the continued deterioration of the 
multi-tiered jardinière at Castlebridge House, Co. Wexford.  

o OUTCOME: Council advised that works had been undertaken to protect 
structure. Further details required. 

• Submission to Wicklow County Council highlighting serious concerns about the 
impact of the proposed N11/M11 road improvement scheme on protected 
structures and historic designed landscapes lying within the designated route 
corridor options.  

o OUTCOME: pending 
• Submission to Wicklow County Council regarding unauthorised development at the 

AOH Hall, Enniskerry.  
o OUTCOME: enforcement order issued by Council requiring construction of new 

façade and shopfront similar to that previously removed. 
 
Policy submissions 

• Submissions to and engagement with the public consultation process for Heritage 
Ireland 2030.  

o OUTCOME: on-going 
• Submission to the public consultation process for Climate Change Adaptation 

Sectoral Plan for Built and Archaeological Heritage  
o OUTCOME: on-going 

 
 
6.4 City Assembly House Events Programme 
 
CAH Open Evening 
Thursday 11 April 
A drinks and music reception for potential hirees to see the City Assembly House, as a 
cultural and events venue, which has 3 unique spaces available to hire. 
 
Wilhelmina Weber Furlong: A Retrospective 
1 to 29 August 
Celebrating the life and legacy of Wilhelmina Weber Furlong (1878-1962), one of 
America’s earliest avant-garde Modernist painters, the City Assembly House hosted the 
first major exhibition of her work outside the United States. 
 
Culture Night 
Friday 20 September 
The Irish Baroque Orchestra gave a series of free public performances in the Knight of 
Glin Exhibition Room for Culture Night, and Pallas Projects artists hosted a pop up 
exhibition in the space.  
 
Capard House book launch  
7 October Capard House authored by Ciarán Reilly and published by the Irish Georgian 
Society was launched by Robert O’Byrne in the Knight of Glin Exhibition Room. 
 
Open House Dublin 
11 to 13 October The City Assembly House opened its door for the citywide 
architectural festival. Visitors explored the space with self-guided tours and had an 
opportunity to see the “Vain Transitory Splendours” exhibition.  
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Capard House author Ciarán Reilly with his wife Tara at the book launch 

The Irish Baroque Orchestra performance at Culture Night in the City Assembly House 
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6.5 Members’ Events Programme 
 
Special events 

• July - Summer Garden Party in Durhamstown Castle 
• September – Patrons and Benefactors Event: Lunch and tour of Collon House & 

Gardens, and Collon Church, Co. Louth.  
• October - Standish Barry Lecture - To Rome, then Home: Batoni and his Irish Sitters 

(Fashioning Identities in the Grand Tour Portrait) (Dr Jacqui Ansell) 
• November - Mary Bryan Memorial Lecture: ‘Navigating our heritage at Lough Rynn’ 

(Robin Mandal) 
• December – IGS Christmas Party at 12 Henrietta Street 

 
Members’ lecture series  

• January - 'Conserving your Dublin period house - 1747 not 2019!' (Dr Brendan 
Twomey) 

• January - ‘A Catholic College for a Catholic People’ (Pat Watson) 
• February – ‘Butlers of Ormond’ (John Kirwan) 
• February – ‘The La Touches: The Rise and Fall of an Irish Huguenot Family’ (John 

Dillon) 
• March - ’19 North Great George’s Street’ (Harold Clarke) 
• March – ‘Louisa Marchioness of Waterford 1818-1891: a bicentenary assessment and 

fresh discoveries’ (Julian Walton) 
• April – ‘Castletown House: 50 years of re-appraisal’ (Christopher Moore) 

 
Members’ day trips  

• February - 14 Henrietta Street Museum Tour 
• May - Day tour to County Kilkenny 
• August - Day Tour to Lambay Island 
• August - Picnic Tour to County Wexford 
• September – Day Tour to Carlow and Kildare 

 
Members’ international tours  

• April - Irish Georgian Society Trip to Edinburgh 
• May - Irish Georgian Society Trip to Ethiopia 
• October - International Tour to Naples 

 
Members’ walking tours  

• April - Medieval Walls Walking Tour with Dublin Decoded’s Arran Henderson 
• April – Rathmines Walking Tour with Dublin Decoded’s Arran Henderson 
• June - Victorian and Edwardian Architecture Walking Tour with Dublin Decoded’s 

Arran Henderson 
• July - Dublin Literature Tour with Dublin Decoded’s Arran Henderson 
• July - Capel Street Area with Dublin Decoded’s Arran Henderson 
• August - Liberties and St. Audeons with Dublin Decoded’s Arran Henderson  
• November – South City Tour with Pat Murray 

 
Young Irish Georgians events 

• 9 March: A visit to North Great George's Street providing a rare opportunity to see 
the interiors of some of the grandest houses on this historic streetscape. 

• 17 August: Trip to Limerick city and its historic Georgian core of Newtown Pery, 
with tours led by members of the Limerick Chapter  

• 1 December: Seasonal Social in Smithfield, Dublin, visiting 81 North King Street, 
and looking at the surrounding built heritage on North King Street 
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IGS Trip to Ethiopia: Group entering Bet Abba Libanos Church in Western Group of Churches, Lalibela 

St Audoen's Walking Tour with Arran Henderson 
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6.6 Chapter, IGS London & IGS Inc Events 
Birr/Midlands Chapter  

• June – Trip to Gloster House 
• June - Visit to Charleville Castle and Boland's Lock, Tullamore 
• July – Day Trip to County Kildare 
• November – Birr and Midlands Chapter Annual Meeting 
• December - Christmas Party at Birr Castle 

 

Cork Chapter  
• September - Loughton House House and Shanbally House & Garden 
• November - Lecture by Julian Walton At The Crawford Gallery, Cork & Christmas 

Party At Hayfield Manor 
 

Limerick Chapter  
• February - Heritage Ireland 2030 - Public Consultation 
• April – ‘The Georgian Neighbourhood in Limerick’ (Rosie Webb) 
• May - The Architecture of Madness in Limerick 1777-1877 Lecture (Triona Waters) 
• June – Tour of Glin Castle and Grounds 
• September: Knight of Glin Lecture: ‘Hidden Treasures, Fresh Expression’ (Olivia 

Lardner) 
• October - 'In Flames: St Mel's and Other Cathedrals - Structural Challenges and 

Solutions'(Kevin Clancy)  
• November: Christopher Colles & The Mapping Of Early Modern Limerick (Judith Hill) 

 

Irish Georgian Society London events 
• January – ‘The On-going Appraisal of Castletown’ with Christopher Moore 
• March - City of London Churches Tour 
• March - Saint Patrick's Day Party & Events Review 
• April - A Gentle Stroll Down Jermyn Street 
• April - Day Visit to Meon Valley, Hampshire 
• May - YIG Drinks and Blackjack Party 
• June – Forman’s Smoked Salmon Smokery, Fish Island 
• June - Lecture: Dublin's New Tenement Museum 
• June - YIG Drinks Party - Lord Byron's Travels 
• July - Lennox Cato’s Antique Gallery, Edenbridge 
• October - IGS London YIGs: Cocktails, Candlelight and Candelabra 
• October - Tour of The British Museum’s Enlightenment Gallery led by Art Historian 

Rachel Owens 
• November - Goldsmith's Hall and Ironmonger's Hall 
• November - Pre-Christmas Dinner at the Carlton Club   

Young Irish Georgians visiting The Georgian House, Pery Square, Limerick 
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IGS Inc. events 
• 4th March: A luncheon/high tea at The Brazilian Court in Palm Beach featuring 

Robert O’Byrne discussing Sir Hugh Lane, Ireland’s greatest benefactor and a 
cocktail party at Club Colette hosted by American Board members 

• 6th March: IGS fund raiser Cocktail Party at Club Colette, Palm Beach 
• 17th May: A special performance and lecture in Boston by Nancy Hurrell, author of 

Egan Irish Harps: Neoclassical Art Meets Traditional Music at the Burns Library, 
Boston College 

• May:   A tour to the Blackwater Valley Opera Festival in Lismore, County 
Waterford, with visits to Kilshannig House, Strancally Castle, Myrtle Grove, 
Curraghmore House and more 

• 18th June: A lecture and dinner at The Casino in Chicago with Leo Damrosch, 
author of The Club: Johnson, Boswell, and the Friends Who Shaped an Age 

• 28th September: special preview opening of the exhibition Cost of Revolution: The 
Life and Death of an Irish Soldier at the Museum of the American Revolution in 
Philadelphia 

• 30tH September: The Irish Georgian Society Boston Reception, Lecture & Dinner to 
hear a talk by guest speaker Catherine FitzGerald, Irish landscape designer and 
gardener. 

• 1st October: Irish Georgian Society annual gala dinner at the University Club of 
New York 

• 3rd October: Irish Georgian Society annual gala dinner at the Casino Club, Chicago 
• 8th-10th November: A tour and visit to the Winterthur Museum and the Delaware 

Antiques Show in Wilmington, Delaware 
• 4th December: Music beyond the Fanlight: An 18th-Century Dublin Entertainment 

with the Museum of the American Revolution.   

Beth Dater, IGS Inc chairperson, and Susan Burke, IGS Inc board member, at 
the New York Gala Dinner in October 
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Robert O'Byrne, Beth Dater, Michael Kerrigan, Suzy Moran and Michael Wall at the 
launch of 'Cost of Revolution The Life and Death of an Irish Soldier'. 

IGS London & 20 Ghost Club tour of North-West Ireland at Strokestown, Co. Roscommon 
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7. TREASURER’S REPORT       
 
On the following pages, you will find details of the 
financial results of the Irish Georgian Foundation for 
2019 in a format which has been presented to the 
Society for many years.  
 
Copies of the full audited financial statements for 2019 
are available at our Annual Meeting for inspection by 
members. These audited statements will be filed with 
the Companies Registration Office and the Charities 
Regulatory Authority during October and be available on 
our website. 
 
The income and expenditure account shows that the 
Society earned an operating surplus of €26,801, thanks 
to the IGS President, IGS Inc, and board members 
successful fundraising efforts during the year. Adding 
this surplus to our general reserves brings it to €51,122 at the financial year end. 
 
Having, after some delay found a tenant for the basement area, we were looking forward 
to another good year in 2020 until the global pandemic shut down all activity for a few 
months and continues to affect our operations. Fortunately, the Society has the benefit of 
cash reserves augmented by a 2019 successful fundraising campaign which we hope will 
sustain operations until we see more normal times in the future. Fundraising efforts have 
recommenced, and the Society is positive about its prospects for a better economic 
environment. 
 
Wishing you remain well and stay safe. 
 

Charlie Sweeney 
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7.1 Income & Expenditure Account 
for the year ended 31 December 2019 
   2019  2018 
     €  € 
INCOME Note     
Irish Georgian Society Members’ subscriptions 1       

120,696 
         

134,351 
Donations, bequests and other funds raised  2        

159,194 
  

21,673 
Income tax recovered on certain donations           5,986  5,000 
Net income from operations        208,988          

117,437 
Deposit interest and investment income             600  800 
Grant amortisation 
Government VAT compensation sce 
Net surplus on art exhibitions 

        86,357 
       5,134 

- 

 86,357 
- 
            

4,665 
   _______  _______ 

Total income   586,955  370,283 
   _______  _______ 

EXPENDITURE      
Salaries and pension costs   (287,958)  (274,331) 
Operational expenses and information 
technology 

   
(103,966) 

  
(77,155) 

Office rent and storage   (1,000)  (6,171) 
Publications, postage and stationery   (28,992)  (31,328) 
Bank and loan interest and charges   (11,674)  (10,026) 
Professional fees    (17,559)  (12,427) 
Motor, travelling and fund-raising expenses    

(11,355) 
  

(22,906) 
Insurance   (4,326)  (5,107) 
Depreciation of and loss on disposal of fixed 
assets 
Pre-opening and general exhibition costs 

   
(93,324) 

   - 

  
(94,737) 
(21,003)            

   _______  _______ 

Total expenditure 
 
Surplus (deficit) for the year (general 
funds) 
 
Support from bequest fund  

  (560,154) 
     

_______ 
       

  26,801 
 

        - 

 (555,191) 
       

_______          
          

     (184,908)        
 

126,915 
        

_______ 
       _______ 

Surplus (deficit) for year (general funds)   26,801                  (57,993) 

                                                                   ======                  =======         
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7.2 Notes to the Income & Expenditure Account 
31 December 2019 
 
Presentation 
The Irish Georgian Foundation, a charitable organisation operating as the ‘Irish 
Georgian Society’, receives subscriptions from the Society’s members. The 
Foundation maintains membership and financial records and produces financial 
statements in accordance with relevant companies and charities legislation which 
are audited and filed with the Companies Registration Office and the Charities 
Regulatory Authority annually. 
 
This report summarises income and expenditure from the audited financial 
statements of the Foundation and includes information about its activities for the 
financial year with the aim of keeping members informed of how the objects of 
promoting and furthering the advancement of education in the fine arts in Ireland 
and maintaining and preserving buildings of special architectural merit are achieved.   
 
 
(I) IGS MEMBERS’ SUBSCRIPTIONS  

  2019 2018 
  € € 
Ireland  88,012 99,231 
United Kingdom  14,680 13,381 

           United States of America    18,004 21,739 
  ________ ________ 
  120,696 134,351 
  ======== ======== 

 
 Number Number 
   
Paid active membership figures at 31 
December are 

1,679 1,817 

 ======== ======== 
(II) DONATIONS, BEQUESTS, AND OTHER FUNDS RAISED  

  2019 2018 
 
Sir David Davies fund-
raising drive 

 € 
50,050 

€ 
- 

Donation of shares  - 325 
Private donations  16,861 10,098 
Corporate donations  - 1,880 
American Ireland Fund 
Patrons and others’ 
donations 

 8,712 
18,700 

- 
9,370 

 
          US Auctions  64,871  

  _______   _______  
  159,194 21,673 
  ======== ======== 
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7.2 Notes to the Income & Expenditure Account 
continued 31 December 2019 
 
In 2012 the Foundation received a bequest of €500,000 from the late Mrs Elizabeth 
Burke, a deceased member of the Irish Georgian Society, which has been transferred 
to a special fund. In 2018 and prior years €250,000 from this fund was used for 
fundraising and development which had been approved by the Board, leaving a 
balance of €250,000 on this fund at 31 December 2019. 
 
 
(III) GRANTS PAID 
  

Since 2014 the Foundation has operated a small grants programme with 
funding from IGS London and IGS Inc in the USA. The following grants were 
made from restricted funds: 
 
   
Programme year  2019 2018 
 € € 
Fund designated for programme 
year plus unspent from prior years    

22,000 37,500 

Grant payments for approved 
projects in prior years 

- (11,000) 

Grant payments for approved 
projects in current year 

(22,000) (20,500) 

 ________ ________ 
Balance unspent at 31 December - 6,000 
 ======== ======== 

      
Details of the projects funded are given in another section of this report.  

 
(IV) CITY ASSEMBLY HOUSE 
 

In 2011, the Foundation entered into a thirty-year lease of 58 South William Street, 
Dublin, which is referred to as the City Assembly House. Between October 2012 and 
June 2013, phase one of conservation works were carried out with funds raised by 
the Society and a grant from Dublin City Council. In July 2013, The Foundation moved 
into the building. Restoration works on the exhibition room and universal access 
commenced were completed in May 2018, in time for the “Society of Artists” major 
art exhibition in June 2018. The basement space was sub-let in October 2019 and 
generated €8,363 income in that year. 
 
The restoration work received an award from the Royal Institute of the Architects of 
Ireland (RIAI) for the best re-use of a building in 2018.  
  
The Foundation acknowledges the support of members in the USA, UK and Ireland, 
of other bodies including the Ireland Funds, Dublin City Council and the Department 
of Art, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs in enabling and funding this 
major restoration project.  
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(V) HERITAGE ASSETS 
 
 The Foundation owns a collection of furniture and artefacts, most of which are on 

display in Castletown House. The items in Castletown House and in other houses 
owned by the Foundation had a valuation of €1,359,790 as at 31 December 2019 
(2018: €1,254,474) which includes a collection of miniature portraits, 18th century 
book-bindings and a collection of John Nankivell drawings. 

 
 
 
 
SUMMARY OF IGS INC TRANSFERS 2019 
 
Conservation projects  € 
Leixlip boathouse, Leixlip, Co Kildare  27,424 
City Assembly House, South William Street, Dublin 2  8,746 
Curraghmore House, Portlaw, Co. Waterford  1,068 
Myrtle Grove, Youghal, Co. Cork  20,493 
Sub-total  57,731 

   
Exhibitions  € 
Society of Artists exhibition  10,046 
Sub-total  10,046 

   
Schoalrship & education  € 
General education programmes  9,994 
Irish Architectural & Decorative Studies  8,793 
Conservation Education Programme  26,842 
Sub-total  45,629 

   
General funds  € 
Conservation/education/programmatic  13,821 
Great Irish Houes getaway auction (New York)  50,159 
Sub-total  63,980 

   
Membership subscriptions  € 
Jan-Dec 2019  27,428 
Sub-total  27,428 

   
Other   € 
Various   5,878 
Sub-total  5,878 

   
TOTAL  €210,692 

 


